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office^ Ying Po-chueh was already waiting for him with Li
and Huang. When he came in they rose. Hsi-mgn went to
change his clothes. He asked the Moon Lady for the two
hundred and fifty taels that Hsii had paid. He added another
two hundred and fifty taels and told Ch'Sn Ching-chi to give
the money to Li and Huang. "I am really very short of money,"
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing Jtold them, "and I am only giving you this
because Brother Ying has pressed me to do so. I must have
it back as soon as possible."
"You have been so kind to us," Li said, "that, of course,
we shall not be slow to pay. As soon as we recover the money,
we will bring it to you before we touch a penny ourselves."
They checked the silver, thanked Hsi-mSn Ch'ing repeatedly,
and withdraw.
Ying Po-fhiieh was going too, but Hsi-men pressed him to
stay. While they were talking, P'ing An came and said: "Lai
Pao has come back from the Eastern Capital."
"There," Po-chueh said, "didn't I tell you yesterday that
he was due back?"
Lai Pao came in and kotowed to Hsi-mfen Ch'ing. "Did
you see Uncle Ch^i? What happened about this business of
Cassia's?" Hsi-m£n asked him.
"I saw Uncle Chai himself," Lai Pao said. "As soon as he
hacf read your letter he sent a man to the Minister. I went with
the man and the Minister told me that he would have had all
the prisoners released, seeing that we came from his Eminence's
palace, but, unfortunately, the matter had been taken up by
Grand-Marshal Huang, and all he could do was to prevent
any further pursuit of those who had escaped. He said he
must keep in gaol those who had already been taken. But
eunuchs, he said, never carry things to a conclusion and, before
long, the Grand-Marshal will have forgotten all about the
matter. Then it will be easy to settle the matter of the
prisoners."
"In that case, Exquisite will not be arrested," Po-chueh
said. "The little strumpet is in luck's way."
"Uncle Chu and the others will probably receive some
slight punishment," Lai Pao said, "but I don't think they
wiBl be sentenced." He took Chai's letter from his pocket
and gave it to his master.

